
         MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
FORT THOMAS DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 
HELD AT THE FORT THOMAS ARMORY 

ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 
6:00 P.M. 

 
 

PRESENT:   Mark Thurnauer, Vice Chair 
   Lori Wendling 
   Barry Petracco 

Pat Hagerty, Secretary 
 
ABSENT:  Jeffrey Sackenheim, Chair  

Barb Thomas 
  
 

ALSO PRESENT: Kevin Barbian, Building & Zoning Administrator 
   Cheri Scherpenberg, Administrative Assistant 
 
    
Mark Thurnauer presided and called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
 
MINUTES – June 16, 2022.  Motion by Barry Petracco and second by Pat Haggerty to approve the 
minutes.  All ayes approved. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
25 N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Lily Acree, Drawing Dept., Applicant 
Ashley Builders, Contractor 
NAP Ft. Thomas, LLC., Owner 
Addition & Improvements to Bldg. Facade 
 
Ron Novak an owner and architect with Drawing Dept. provided a presentation to the board informing them 
that they would like to paint the brick, replace the windows and add a fireplace inside and out as well as 
build an addition.  They also noted they would not be using French doors or doing a hip roof. 
 
Mr. Novak said they are excited to utilize one of the best assets of the property that is the front yard to 
connect to the vibrancy of the neighborhood and the street life.   They want to create a family friendly place 
and neighborhood spot.  The plan is to embrace the structure of the building while taking away the bank 
aspect.   The Drawing Department chose colors and materials that are compatible yet different from the 
existing building for the addition.  The proposed paint will be a neutral white and a darker color for 
foreground and background, promoting an openness of the entire site.  There will be a lower terrace and an 
upper terrace with pergolas.  The two larger trees in front will stay and there will be warm welcoming 
landscaping.  Renderings were provided for reference. 
 
 



Mark Thurnauer and Lori Wendling questioned if the current brick is viable and if it should be painted.  
Lori noted that the Flemish brick adds character and said she would like to see it maintained if possible.  
They requested a visual of plans with the current brick with the addition as a comparison to the plans of 
proposed changes if possible.   
 
 

With no further discussion, a motion was made by Mark Thurnauer and seconded by Barry Petracco 
to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the concept conditional upon seeing the muntins in the 
windows and doors.  Also, prior to the approval of the painting of the brick, that a rendering maintaining 
the original brick color be provided.  The landscape design and signage will be a separate submittal as part 
of the final stage. Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
 
1201 S. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Jeannie Rauch, Imagine That Design, Applicant 
West Armstrong, Innovative Expeditors, Owner 
Exterior Improvements & Paint 
 
Jeannie Rauch and Jeff Dapper were in attendance at the meeting to present exterior improvements and 
discuss the paint at the building located at 1201 S. Ft. Thomas Ave.  The applicants were unaware of the 
requirements of the Design and Review Boards approval for modifications in the business districts.  The 
painting on the building had already been completed by the time they were informed. 
 
As part of the landscaping plan, there are cherry laurels to block out A/C units and arborvitae to separate 
the parking lot.  There are evergreen and dwarf lilacs with serviceberries and dogwoods as well as a 
Japanese maple.  There will also be a pond less water feature, roses, a few hydrangeas and signage on an 
engraved stone to be submitted at a later date.   
 
Lori Wendling noted that there were a few mature street trees that are no longer there.  Lori Wendling 
would like to see canopy trees instead of the ornamental trees to replace the trees that were removed.   
 
Mr. Dapper informed the board that the trees were in need of removal due to drain work that was damaged 
by roots and would prefer to keep the area recently repaired clear of any large trees. 
 
 

With minimal discussion from the public and members of the board, a motion was made by Barry 
Petracco, modified by Lori Wending’s suggestions and seconded by Pat Hagerty to approve the Certificate 
of Appropriateness conditional upon the addition of an elm tree/street tree to the right side of the building 
if that is where they decide is best.  Also, that the two ornamental trees for the front of the building to be 
the same. The paint is also approved. The Certificate of Appropriateness application for exterior 
improvements to the building was approved with conditions.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Burnet Ridge & N. Ft. Thomas Ave. 
Alison Murphy, Applicant 
Garden Club Bronze Statue 
 
The applicant, Allison Murphy with Branch Out Design was unable to attend the meeting.  Lori Wendling 
mentioned that the statue is outside the purview of the Design and Review Board.  After a meeting with 
Ron Dill and Mayor Eric Haas the year prior, they decided an unofficial process should be made to help 
manage things like location. 
 
The history on this statue is of Amy Fennell who passed away a year and a half ago.  As part of her 
memorial, she had all of the donations designated to the Ft. Thomas Garden Club.  The family requested 
something permanent be placed in her honor since trees do not always survive.   
 
The trees in the medians from the 915 bar and grill up to the salon On the Bend were planted by the Garden 
Club.  The statue will be life size, bronze and elevated on a boulder for the ease of landscaping.   
 
 

Discussion ensued regarding lawn care, public notice, size, the proper way to address and consider 
future requests, possible designated public art sites and gifts to the city.  There were no concerns and 
unanimous support for the statue.   

 
 

 
 

 
Adjournment 

With no further business to address, a motion was made by Barry Petracco and seconded by Pat 
Hagerty to adjourn the meeting at this time. 
 


