
   

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
FORT THOMAS DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

HELD AT THE CITY BUILDING 
ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019 

6:00 P.M. 
 

 
PRESENT:   Lori Wendling, Chair  

Barry Petracco, Vice Chair 
Mark Thurnauer, Secretary 
Pat Hagerty 
Chris Manning 

   Barb Thomas 
 

ABSENT:  Kevin Barbian, Building & Zoning Administrator 
   Jeffrey Sackenheim 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Julie Rice, Administrative Assistant 
    
Lori Wendling presided and called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
Minutes – September 26, 2019 

Minutes from the September 26, 2019 Design Review Board meeting were reviewed.  A motion 
was made by Mark Thurnauer and seconded by Barry Petracco to approve the September 26, 2019 
minutes as submitted.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1312 South Fort Thomas Avenue - Signage 
Tami Root (Studio Rood Skin Care) - Applicant 
Barry Petracco – Property Owner 
 
 Barry Petracco recused himself from commenting and voting on this application.  Tammy Root, 
1312 South Fort Thomas Avenue, was present to address the Board.  Ms. Root presented a sample of the 
proposed blue vinyl lettering for the sign.  She is proposing to paint the sign cabinet a matte granite grey 
with a white sign face and blue lettering.  The sign face will have the address on the left with the three 
tenants (Studio Root – G.P.S. Law – Heart & Sole) listed from left to right. 
 Mr. Thurnauer asked how the sign would be updated if there is a change in tenants. 
 Ms. Root stated that she has no problem replacing the sign face if the tenants change.  Discussion 
continued regarding the design of the sign face.  
 Mr. Manning suggested reversing the colors for the address (1312) making the address a blue 
block with white numbers.  The remaining portion of the sign would have a white face with blue lettering 
listing the tenants.  This would make the address stand out from the names of the businesses.  Discussion 
ensued. 
 Mrs. Thomas suggested listing the business names from top to bottom for a more natural flow for 
reading.  This would also make the street address stand out more. 
 Ms. Root discussed the suggested changes in the sign design with Jay Simpson of Jayco Signs 
who was also in attendance.  They agreed with having a blue box with white letters for the address but 
prefer to have the business names displayed as presented.  The Board recommended adding a dot or dash 
between each business name for separation. 
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 With no further discussion, a motion was made by Chris Manning and seconded by Pat Hagerty 
to approve the sign application for 1312 South Fort Thomas Avenue with the following changes: 

 The address portion of the sign face is blue (to match the lettering used for the tenant names) with 
the address numbers done with white lettering.  

 The section of the sign face containing the tenant names is to be white with blue lettering. 
 A line or dot is placed between the tenant names. 
 The sign verticals are a light grey to match the building and a matte graphite grey for the sign 

cabinet to match the existing mailbox. 
Motion carried 5-0.  
 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

654 Highland Avenue – Revised Exterior Building Alterations 
Deck Roof Structure 
Hank Pogue – Applicant (Cobblestone Café, Highland Plaza) 
Fort Thomas Enterprises, Inc. – Property Owner 
 
 Hank Pogue, President of Fort Thomas Enterprises, Inc., was present to address the Board.  Mr. 
Pogue stated that the plan he presented for the Cobblestone Café deck was approved by the Board 
previously, but he was asked to return with a revised plan for the deck covering.  
 The revised plan for the covering is a low profile, low elevation, black standing seam, metal roof.  
The black metal will match the previously approve complex sign.  Drainage from the roof will sheet off 
onto a grassy area around the deck. 
 Following a brief discussion regarding the need for trim around the edge of the roofing material, a 
motion was made by Pat Hagerty and seconded by Chris Manning to approve the revised design of the 
deck roof as presented with the addition of wood trim on the exposed edges of the metal sheeting and on 
the drip side, the wood trim would be beneath the roof material. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 
3,15,19,25 North Fort Thomas Avenue and 9 Highland Avenue 
Design Components 
Greiwe Development, North American Properties, Sibcy Cline – Applicants/Owners 
Review of design components for Town Center Retail 
& Condominium Development. 
 
 Rick Greiwe, Greiwe Development, 9355 Holly Hill, Cincinnati, OH, was present to address the 
Board.  Also in attendance was Sari Lehtinen with MA Architects and Martin Koepke of Koepke Designs. 
 Mr. Greiwe stated that they will be presenting updates to the proposed plan which include the site 
plan, floor plan, elevations, building materials, 3-D building model, preliminary landscape and sign 
design, and the new branding and logo for the development.  Mr. Greiwe reported that the development 
has been officially named One Highland. 
 Sari Lehtinen stated that they have just completed the design/development phase of the project 
and she gave a brief overview of the site plan, floor plan, and building elevations.  Ms. Lehtinen noted 
that as the Board previously suggested, changes were made to the blind panel on the north side of the 
corner tower which included the addition of transom windows and trim detailing to match the other 
windows.  Windows were also added to either side of the garage doors to add interest to that portion of 
the building. 
 Product samples presented to the Board included concrete stone, two shades of red brick, cast 
stone for lintels, dark green paint for the fiber cement panels, Anderson wood - aluminum clad windows 
with a dark bronze finish to match the storefront windows, and a green/brown roof shingle.   
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 The initial design for the rear of the building included storefront windows which would allow 
customers to enter the shops through the rear as well as the front of the building.  For security reasons, 
this design was modified and the glass storefront windows at the rear have been replaced with a solid red 
brick wall with transoms. 
 A trash enclosure was added to the NW corner of the property.  The preliminary design is to 
construct the enclosure using 7’ fiber cement clad panels painted green with trim details that match the 
bays on the building.  The intent of this design is to make the enclosure blend in with the surroundings. 
 Ms. Lehtinen continued by presenting a 3-D version of the development showing all elevations 
and angles of the building.  The building is at grade at the corner tower, access drive to the parking lot, 
and at the main entrance to the building.  North Fort Thomas Avenue dips down approximately one foot 
in a small section at the front of the building so steps have been added in this location to accommodate 
access.  The composition of the steps is still being developed and will be presented at a later time. 
 Discussion ensued regarding the drop in grade on the Highland Avenue side of the building and 
the need for a guardrail or knee wall and landscaping in this area.   Additional design consideration will 
be done and presented at a later time. 
 Martin Koepke, of Martin Koepke Design, 3804 Settle Rd., Cincinnati, was in attendance to 
present the planting concept for the development.   Mr. Koepke explained that the café area in front of the 
tower has been enclosed by 18-inch seat walls adjacent to flowering trees, woody ornamentals, and 
perennial plantings.  The walls were added to make the public feel “safe” while in the café space. 

Mr. Koepke provided a description of the different paving materials that are being used on the 
walkways and noted that seasonal hanging baskets will be added to the columns to add pedestrian level 
interest.  Public plantings will be added to streetscape areas which will coordinate with the established 
community wide planting palette. 

The plantings along the foundation on the Highland Avenue side of the property will be to the 
sidewalk and residential in scale while trying to reinforce the architecture of the building.  Plantings on 
the Woodland Avenue side of the property have been moved back a little to maintain sight distance when 
pulling out of the garage.  The landscaping continues on down Woodland Place and has been designed to 
reflect the residential nature of the street and to ease the transition between the scale of the building and 
the residential area.  The greenspace between Woodland Place and the public parking lot behind the 
building has been designed as an obstruction to deter people from cutting through this greenspace.   

Plantings have been added around the private rear entrance and drop off area to make this space 
aesthetically more pleasing and upscale for the condominium owners.  Trees and bushes will also be 
planted around the trash enclosure. 

An evergreen hedge row combination of arborvitae and spruce will be planted across the back of 
the parking lot to screen adjacent neighbors from head lights coming from the parking lot. 
 Lori Wendling pointed out that the proposed seat walls could create a barrier to the retail 
entrances on the Highland Avenue end of the building. 
 Mr. Greiwe stated that if they can get the grade worked out, steps could be added to give direct 
access from the Highland Avenue.  Additional work on this design will be addressed and presented at a 
later time. 
 Mr. Manning recommended switching out some of the shade trees in the park-like sloping lawn 
area (Woodland Ave. side of building) with some evergreen trees to add additional screening.  Mr. 
Koepke said they would take this into consideration. 
 Mr. Manning noted that originally, the trash enclosure was to be masonry, but is now being 
presented as Hardi board.   
 Ms. Lehtinen explained that the design change is to help the structure blend in and to allow it to 
be modified when necessary.  Currently the doors to the enclosure are facing the parking lot where trash 
totes/carts will be stored.  When there is a full restaurant operating, it will be necessary for the doors to 
open towards the North Fort Thomas side of the enclosure to allow dumpster access.  Additional design 
consideration will be given to the trash enclosure. 



 4

 Ms. Lehtinen presented the proposed signage package to the Board. Vertical building identifiers 
(One Highland) will be located on the Highland Avenue side as well as the North Fort Thomas Avenue 
side of the tower. They are metal letters on standoffs and will be backlit. 

There are inlaid plaques on the two building piers at the front and rear entrances to the building 
and the rear entrance will also have a hanging horizontal sign.  There is a horizontal hanging sign for each 
of the retailers on the North Fort Thomas Avenue side of the building which will be uniform in color and 
size and retailers will be able to use their own font. 

Additionally, there are (approx. 24”x24”) hanging blade signs under the covered walk for each 
retailer.  Signage will also be located on the storefront windows.  Directional signage for the parking lot 
will be located on the right side of the drive leading to the parking lot on the North Fort Thomas Avenue 
side. 
 Mr. Greiwe noted that signage at the entrances to the condos will read “Residences at One 
Highland”.  He went on to describe the logo/branding designed for the complex and how it relates to Fort 
Thomas.   
 Signage colors were discussed and Mr. Manning asked the applicant to provide a true sample of 
the colors chosen. 
 Ms. Wendling asked the Board to review an email sent to them by Kevin Barbian containing 
items to consider.  Ms. Lehtinen asked if the email could be forwarded to her and Mr. Greiwe. 
 Ms. Wendling asked if the exterior retail signs are illuminated.  Mr. Greiwe stated that they will 
have a lighting designer evaluate the lighting for the parking lot, the retail signs, and some of the 
architectural details.  A photometric study will be presented at a later time.  Discussion ensued related to 
how the retail signs will be lit. 
 Referencing the email from Mr. Barbian, Ms. Wendling pointed out that the dimensions of the 
proposed “Parking” sign are 70”x22” (11sf).  The maximum size permitted by our Zoning Ordinance is a 
maximum of 5 feet in height and a total of 6 sf.  Discussion ensued.  Ms. Lehtinen stated that they would 
examine alternate options and present them at a later time.  
 Mr. Greiwe stated that the retail tenants with hanging signs will probably be permitted to use their 
own font and brand colors on their sign, but the signs will all be the same size and have a matching 
background color.  Ms. Wendling noted that consistency of the sign background/base color is very 
important. 
 
Adjournment 

With no further business to address, a motion was made by Barb Thomas and seconded by Pat 
Hagerty to adjourn the meeting at 7:35.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 


