
   

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
FORT THOMAS DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

HELD AT THE CITY BUILDING 
ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 
 

 
PRESENT:   Barry Petracco, Vice Chair 

Mark Thurnauer, Secretary 
Pat Hagerty 
Chris Manning 
 

ABSENT:  Lori Wendling, Chair  
   Barb Thomas 
   Jeffrey Sackenheim 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Kevin Barbian, Building & Zoning Administrator 

Julie Rice, Administrative Assistant 
    
Chris Manning presided and called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
Minutes – October 24, 2019 

Minutes from the October 24, 2019 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Pat Hagerty 
and seconded by Barry Petracco to approve the October 24, 2019 minutes as submitted.  Motion carried 
4-0. 
 
Set Meeting Dates and Times for 2020 
 A motion was made by Barry Petracco and seconded by Pat Hagerty to continue the monthly 
Design Review Board meetings on the 4th Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Election of Officers for 2020 
 Item tabled until next month. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Cochran Avenue & Alexander Circle – Exterior Street Lighting 
Alexander Circle, LLC – Applicant/Owner 
Bloomfield/Schon, Developer 
 

 Ken Schon of Bloomfield/Schon, 1527 Madison Rd., Cincinnati, was present to address the 
Board.  Mr. Schon provided members with a rendering of the 12 exterior street light poles as well as a site 
plan indicating their placement.  The poles are black and 10’ in height with a 21” light fixture.  The poles 
will be mounted on a 6’-8’ concrete base.   The light fixtures are photo cell, LED, 3000K with 800 
lumens and will be spaced approximately 100 feet apart.  Two of the 12 light poles will be located on the 
sidewalk/walking path and be the responsibility of the development.    The other 10 light poles will be 
located on private property and maintained by the individual property owners.   
 Mr. Manning recommended that the concrete base of the light poles not be more than 3-4” in 
height.  Mr. Schon agreed to this recommendation.   
 With no objections to the proposed placement of the light poles, a motion was made by Mark 
Thurnauer and seconded by Pat Hagerty to approve the exterior street light poles as presented with a 
modified concrete base of no more than 3-4” in height.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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3,15,19,25 North Fort Thomas Avenue and 9 Highland Avenue 
Design Components 
Greiwe Development, North American Properties, Sibcy Cline – Applicants/Owners 
Review of design components for Town Center Retail 
& Condominium Development. 
 
 Rick Greiwe, Greiwe Development, 9355 Holly Hill, Cincinnati, OH, was present to address the 
Board.  Also in attendance was Sari Lehtinen with MA Architects and Martin Koepke of Koepke Designs.   

Mr. Greiwe gave a brief update on the project.  He reported that excavation is scheduled to begin 
on Monday and take approximately 6 weeks.  Greiwe Development has coordinated with the city to dump 
the excavated dirt at the end of James Avenue on Highland Hills Park property.  Following excavation of 
the site, construction is anticipated to begin the end of March or early April.  The commercial interest in 
the project has been good.  They are looking to merchants who believe in the long term viability of the 
project. 
 Sari Lehtinen stated that they have just completed the design/development phase of the project 
and she gave a brief overview of the site plan, floor plan, building elevations and materials.   
 Martin Koepke presented the Board with a detailed description of the proposed 
landscape/planting plan and lighting plan.  This planting plan includes creating a small, park-like setting 
between the residential units on the Woodland Ave./Highland Ave. end of the development and the drop-
off area for the residents. 
 Two examples of the Bollard lights were presented.  It was the consensus of the board to use 
Bollard without the lens. 
 Ms. Lehtinen presented the design for the trash enclosure which will be located in the back, right 
corner of the parking lot.  The enclosure will be constructed similar to barn construction with either solid 
cedar posts or fiber cement clad post with panels in between and will match the color of the building.  The 
enclosure will have gates with self-closing hinges. 
 Ms. Lehtinen gave a cursory review of the signage package.  The main issue discussed at the 
previous Design Review Board meeting pertained to the “Parking” sign at the corner of the building on 
the North Fort Thomas Avenue side of the building.  A slightly larger sign that zoning permits is being 
proposed for this location in order to best serve its purpose.   
 Mr. Barbian stated that, as a freestanding sign versus a parking sign, his interpretation of the code 
would allow some leeway with the size of the sign.  He is not opposed to the proposed size but it is 
ultimately the decision of the Board. 
 Discussion ensued regarding the placement of the “P” (parking) sign.  It was agreed that the sign 
would be more visible from the street if it were placed on the right side of the driveway and moved a little 
more forward, providing that sight distance when exiting is not inhibited.  Mr. Manning suggested turning 
the sign so that it can be read from the street when going both directions on North Fort Thomas Avenue.  
It was the consensus of the Board to defer a decision on the “P” parking sign pending further study. 
 In conclusion, it was noted that the railing detail discussed at a previous meeting, was added and 
addressed the outstanding railing issues.  The design changes to the seat walls on the corner were also 
addressed. 
 Barry Petracco noted that the location of the proposed street trees could interfere with street 
parking.  Mr. Greiwe agreed that the striping for parking spaces should be designed so that the trees do 
not interfere with opening a car door. 
 Mr. Barbian stated that he has not had the opportunity to do a full review of the landscaping plan 
for compliance with our zoning requirements.  However, preliminarily, the plan seems compliant with 
zoning, but a full review of the official landscape plan will be done as a requirement of the Stage II 
Development Plan. 
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 Mr. Manning noted his concerns with a few of the proposed tree species.  The Winter King 
Hawthorne proposed for the front of the building in the bump-out is concerning due to its low branches 
and how they will affect visibility.   The City typically uses higher branched trees in the bump-outs such 
as a Lacebark Elm or Honey Locust.  Mr. Manning recommended a taller, higher branched species for the 
bump-outs.  Another concern is the Norway Spruce proposed for the corner (Woodland Ave./Highland 
Ave.) of the property.  Mr. Manning feels that the planting space may not be large enough to 
accommodate a Norway Spruce.  Mr. Koepke agreed and the species will be changed to a Serbian Spruce. 
 Mr. Manning pointed out at a previous meeting, that he recommended replacing as least one of 
the proposed trees in the lawn/sloped area (behind the building near Woodland Pl.) with an evergreen 
tree.  

Mr. Koepke was not if favor of adding an evergreen.  He does not like the idea of filling up the 
yard with the mass of an evergreen in that corner.  He wants to maintain a “backyard lawn feel” for the 
residents. 

Mr. Manning strongly recommended adding a White Pine in the lawn area to help block 
headlights from the cars driving down the drive aisle in the parking lot. 

Mr. Koepke added that a row of Globe Arborvitae was placed in this area to help block headlights 
from shining into the residential units. 
 Mr. Manning noted that the proposed Miscanthus grass is now considered an invasive species and 
should be replaced.  Mr. Koepke agreed. 
 Following minor discussion related paving materials and lighting, a motion was made by Chris 
Manning and seconded by Mark Thurnauer to approve the designs as submitted with the following 
conditions: 
 

A.  Landscaping 
1. The street trees are coordinated with the parking spaces; 
2. The tree in the bump out is changed to a larger species such as a Lacebark Elm; 
3. The evergreen tree located on the corner of Woodland Avenue and Highland Avenue be 

changed to a Serbian spruce; 
4. One of the trees located at the top of the hill (off Woodland Place) in the lawn planting area 

be replaced with an evergreen tree; 
5. The proposed Miscanthus grass be replaced with a non-invasive grass species. 

B. Pavers 
A concrete base under is used under the pavers in Area C; 

C. Lighting 
The proposed Ballard without the lens is used; 

D. Signage 
The majority of the sign package is approved.  A decision on the “P” parking sign deferred for 
further study and coordination with the City as it relates to “district parking”. 

 
Adjournment 

With no further business to address, a motion was made by Barry Petracco and seconded by Pat 
Hagerty to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 


