
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
FORT THOMAS BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

HELD AT THE FORT THOMAS COMMUNITY CENTER 
ON TUESDAY, JULY 27, 2021 

AT 6:00 P.M. 
 

 
 

PRESENT:  Jim Beineke, Chair 
   Tom Fernandez, Vice Chairman 
   Carla Austin 
   Tom Duckworth 
   Susan Wingard 
 
ABSENT:  Carol Dixon, Secretary 
    Steve Dauer 
    
Also Present:  Kevin Barbian, Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator 
   Julie Rice, Administrative Assistant 
      
Mr. Beineke presided and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and roll was taken.   
 

MINUTES – May 25, 2021 

Members reviewed the minutes of the May 25, 2021 meeting.  A motion was made by Susan 
Wingard and seconded by Carla Austin to approve the minutes as written.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
CASE NO.  21-1584     13 Glenway Avenue 
       John Brossart - Owner/Applicant 

Left Side Yard Variance 
      Deck 

 
Kevin Barbian reported the applicant is requesting a variance from the provisions of Section 10.4 of 

the Zoning Ordinance to allow for porches on a single family home site.  The site is currently zoned R-1B, 
which allows for porches and requires side setbacks of 15', as this is technically on a corner lot due to a paper 
street.  The proposed deck will be 4' from the left side property line and therefore, the request will be for a 11’ 
left side yard variance.  The City has no plans for the paper street (right-of-way) adjacent to this property, and 
has no concern with the proximity of the deck. 

The homeowner recently received a permit and constructed an addition to their home.  Adjacent to the 
left side of the property is a paper street.  Technically this is a corner lot which is why the side setback is larger 
than the typical 9' side setback for this zone. 

 John Brossart, 13 Glenway Avenue, was present to address the board.  Mr. Brossart was sworn in and 
asked to give a brief explanation of his request. 

 Mr. Brossart stated that he recently put an addition on the back of his home.  The addition is inset on 
the left side of the home by approximately 6.5’ and the deck will run parallel to the existing addition, keeping in 
line with the main portion of the house and be 6.5’ wide.  The deck will continue around the left corner of the 
addition for approximately 8’.  The deck will be accessed through a door on the side of the addition and there 
will also be steps off of the deck to the rear of the property. 

Mr. Beineke opened the floor for public comment.  There was none. 
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Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Tom Fernandez and second by Carla Austin, 
to approve the request for an 11’ left side yard variance, finding this to be a reasonable request 
considering the unique circumstance of the property being adjacent to a paper street, and finding that this 
will not be a detriment to the neighborhood. 

Upon call of the roll, the following voted “aye”, Ms. Wingard, Mr. Duckworth, Mr. Fernandez, 
Mr. Beineke, Ms. Austin.  Voting “no”, Mr. Dauer.  Motion carried 5-0. 

  
 
CASE NO.  21-1585     30 Canon Ridge 
       Jim Mitchell, Applicant 
       Mitch McMahon, Owner 

Rear Yard Variance 
      Partial Covering for Deck 

 
Mr. Barbian reported that the applicant is requesting a variance from the provisions of Section 10.4 of 

the Zoning Ordinance to allow for porches on a single family home site.  The site is currently zoned R-1B, 
which allows for covered porches and requires rear setback of 35'.  The proposed portion of the deck/porch to be 
covered, will be 34' from the rear property line and therefore, the request will be for a 1’ rear yard variance.  
This modified number is based on discussion with the contractor and does not match submitted site plan 
precisely. 

The left side of the existing deck will be the uncovered portion of the deck.  This portion of the deck 
does not require a variance as zoning regulations permit an uncovered deck to encroach 10 feet into the rear 
yard setback.  The right side of the deck, the proposed covered portion, extends 1 foot into the required 35’ 
setback. 

The deck has a fireplace with a chimney that extends out approximately 2’.  Zoning allows structures 
such as a chimney, bay window, etc., to encroach 3’ into the required setback, therefore the location of the 
fireplace chimney is compliant. 

Mitch McMahon, 30 Canon Ridge, was present to address the board.  Mr. McMahon was sworn in and 
asked to give a brief explanation of the request.  

Mr. McMahon stated that they wish to construct a roof over the larger portion of the deck and the 
narrower portion of the deck that goes around to the door, will be left uncovered. 

Mr. McMahon stated that he has spoken to his neighbors and they had no concerns regarding his 
request. 

Mr. Beineke opened the floor for public comment.  There was none. 
Following minor discussion, a motion was made by Susan Wingard and seconded by Tom Duckworth 

to approve the 1-foot rear yard variance for the construction of a covered deck finding that this addition will 
greatly add to the owner’s enjoyment of his property, not deter from the neighborhood, and will not infringe on 
the neighbors. 

Upon call of the roll, the following voted “aye”, Ms. Wingard, Mr. Duckworth, Mr. Fernandez, 
Mr. Beineke, Ms. Austin.  Voting “no”, Mr. Dauer.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Adjournment 

With no further business to address, a motion was made by Mr. Duckworth and seconded by Ms. 
Wingard to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
APPROVED: ____________________________________ 

               Chair 
 

      ATTEST: ____________________________________                 
                                             Secretary 


